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Welcome to Point Hope Presbyterian Church

To all who are weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; 
to all who struggle and desire victory; 
to all who sin and need a Savior; 
to all who are strangers and want fellowship; 
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and to all who will come, this church opens wide her doors
and o!ers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thank you for joining us for worship today. We are delighted that you are here and 
we hope to be a blessing to you. Point Hope is a new church seeking to point the 
hearts of Charleston to the hope of the gospel. We desire to be a church where people 
can experience what it means to belong and live in a true community where Jesus Christ 
is experienced in His presence and power.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, 
called our liturgy. The order of our worship reflects the progress of the gospel in our 
hearts. In worship, we come together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure 
of our worship, the content of our worship, and the way that we worship. Parts of our 
worship service may be new to you. We would encourage you to participate through 
observation and reflection and welcome the chance to discuss our service with you.    

Parents of Young Children

We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for all people, young and 
old, and we want Point Hope to be a church where children are seen, heard, and 
loved. We invite you to keep your children in our service and help them understand 
and participate. Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing 
parts of our worship service every week in order to help our nonreading children to 
participate. 

If you need to step out during the service, feel free to do so but please come back. 
As Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” A nursery is provided for infants 
and children up to 3 years old. Your child’s safety and security are our highest 
priorities! Our children’s ministry is sta!ed by friendly, well-trained, well-screened 
workers. 

Children ages 4 through 6th grade are invited to attend Point Hope Kids Club at 9:15. 
This is our Sunday school time which includes breakfast treats, an engaging and age 
appropriate Bible lesson, Scripture memory and group activities and games. Children 
will be dismissed by 10:00 to join their families for worship.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Lord’s Day | September 17, 2023

PRELUDE | Welcome to Point Hope. Please find a seat and silence your electronic devices

WELCOME

REFLECTION | As we prepare for Worship, we invite you to a time of quiet reflection

“No matter what precautions we take, no matter how well we have put together a 
good life, no matter how hard we have worked to be healthy, wealthy, comfortable 
with friends and family, and successful with our career—something will inevitably ruin 
it.”

~Tim Keller

The hardest part of being in the desert is that there is no way out. You don’t know 
when it will end. There is no relief in sight…God takes everyone he loves through 
a desert…The desert becomes a window to the heart of God. He finally gets your 
attention because he’s the only game in town.

~ Paul E. Miller, A Praying Life

*CALL TO WORSHIP | from Revelation 4-5 | God invites us into His presence to worship Him

Worthy is the lamb who was slain and by His blood has ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and people and nation.

You have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall 
reign on the earth.

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and ever!

* Please stand
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*HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Crown Him with Many Crowns
Words: Matthew Bridges, Godfrey Thring Music: George Elvey

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne
Hark how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own
Awake my soul and sing of Him who died for Thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
No angel in the sky, can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his wond’ring eye, at mysteries so bright

Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save
His glories now we sing who died and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n! One with the Father known, 
One with the Spirit through Him giv’n, from yonder glorious throne, 
To Thee be endless praise, for Thou for us hast died; 
Be Thou, O Lord, through endless days, adored and magnified. 

*INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

*DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
    Praise Him, all creatures here below;
    Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Heavenly Father, we humbly come before your presence, acknowledging 
the profound reality of su!ering in the Christian life. We confess that we 
are people who despise su!ering, seeking comfort and ease above all 
else. In our pursuit of happiness, we shy away from the cross you call us 
to bear. Su!ering fills our hearts with anxiety and doubt, causing us to 
question your love and care. Father, we lay before you our anxieties, fears, 
and doubts about our relationships, health, finances, families, and the 
uncertainties of the future. Holy Spirit, help us to live in the light of our 
full forgiveness and to face su!ering with unwavering confidence in the 
su"ciency of your grace through Jesus Christ. In His name, we pray. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sin and gives us grace

From Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our a"iction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any a"iction, with the comfort 
with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly 
in Christ’s su!erings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

We are a"icted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being 
given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary a"iction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

CCLI # 48462276
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*HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Jesus Lover of My Soul
Words: Charles Wesley. Music: Greg Thompson.

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, ’til life’s storm is past;
Safe into the haven guide; receive my soul at last.

Other refuge have I none, I helpless, hang on Thee;
Leave, oh leave me not alone, support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed, all help from thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head in the shadow of thy wing.

Thou, O Christ, are all I want, here more than all I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy name, I am all unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art, let me take of thee;
Spring Thou up within my heart; for all eternity.

*CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, su!ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion 
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.
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GREETINGS OF PEACE | Welcome and announcements

TITHES AND OFFERING | We o!er our gifts to God 

Online giving is available at pointhopepres.com/give
You may also place your gift in the o!ering box on the table in the back.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word

I Asked the Lord
Words: John Newton, Laura Taylor. Music: Laura Taylor.

I asked the Lord that I might grow in faith and love and every grace
Might more of His salvation know and seek more earnestly His face

Twas He who taught me thus to pray and He I trust has answered prayer
But it has been in such a way as almost drove me to despair

I hoped that in some favored hour at once He’d answer my request
And by His love’s constraining power subdue my sins and give me rest

Instead of this He made me feel the hidden evils of my heart
And let the angry powers of Hell assault my soul in every part

Yea more with His own hand He seemed Intent to aggravate my woe
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, cast out my feelings, laid me low

Lord why is this, I trembling cried Wilt Thou pursue thy worm to death?
“Tis in this way” The Lord replied “I answer prayer for grace and faith”

“These inward trials I employ From self and pride to set thee free
And break thy schemes of earthly joy That thou mayest seek thy all in me,
That thou mayest seek thy all in me.”
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SERMON | A Community of Su!ering | Rev. Rob Hamby 

SCRIPTURE |  James 1:1-18

   James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in 
the Dispersion: 

Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for 
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full e!ect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
in nothing.

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, 
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its 
scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So 
also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood 
the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who 
love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each 
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire 
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings 
forth death.

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
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SERMON NOTES



9

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  |  The family meal of Christians

THE INVITATION

    The Lord be with you
    And also with you.
    Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them up to the Lord.
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
      It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to 
give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal 
God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and 
glorious name, forever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

O most merciful Father, we do not presume to come to your Table trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. We humbly 
beseech you to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us a means of grace in your dearly-beloved son Jesus Christ.  
Renew us by your Holy Spirit and nourish us with the body and blood of 
Christ, that we may grow into his likeness and become a living temple to 
your glory. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be yours, almighty 
Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

     Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
     Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
     Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Allelulia!
     The gifts of God for the people of God.



Note About Partaking: The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is 
the family meal of Christians. We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this 
sacrament: those who have believed the good news, have repented of their sins, 
and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s Church. If you are not 
a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to 
spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person 
examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.”   
I Corinthians 11:27-29
  

Note About Communion Wine: The trays marked “Juice” contain only non-alcoholic 
grape juice. The other unmarked trays and the common cup contain wine. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and o!ering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Abide With Me
Words: Henry Francis Lyte. Music: Justin Smith.

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile;
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee,
On to the close Lord, abide with me.

I need Thy presence, every passing hour.
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me.

*THANKSGIVING 

Mighty God We Thank And Praise You
Words: Wendell Kimbrough. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven

Mighty God we thank and praise you for this meal, this Bread of Life;
Precious blood and body, broken, from your Son our Savior, Christ.
In these mysteries you assure us we are members of your Son;
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom, with all faithful people, One.

Humbly now we ask you, Father, in your grace, to make us strong,
That, with all the saints before us, in good works we may press on!
Send us out to love and serve you! Send us out to sing your praise!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Pow’r and glory to your name! Amen
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*BENEDICTION | God pronounces his blessing upon us

Benediction means “good word.” A benediction is not a prayer. God pronounces His blessing    
upon His people and sends them out into the world to serve Him. We lift up our heads and our 
hearts to receive his blessing.

*DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

    Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
    Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God





ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome

Welcome! At some point during our service, a pad will be passed down your row. 
We would love for you to fill it out and get to know the person next to you.

Point Hope Kids Club | Sunday Mornings at 9:15

We are excited to launch our Sunday morning kids gathering at 9:15. Children 
ages 4-6th grade are invited to enjoy breakfast treats, a fun engaging bible lesson, 
scripture memory, group games and other activities. Kids will be dismissed by 10:00 
to join their families for worship.

Ladies Gathering | September 20 6:30-8:00PM | 1713 Doldridge St.

The ladies of Point Hope and their friends are invited for a fun game night on 
September 20 to play Bunco, enjoy some light snacks and drinks and spend some 
fun time together. Contact Mary Skinner to RSVP.

Women’s Bible Study | Weekly; Wednesdays at 10:30am | 269 Rowan’s Creek Dr.

The women of Point Hope are inivited to come together and participate in a 
wonderful study through the book of Jonah. Paige Benton Brown, at Westend 
Community Church in Nashville, will be leading the online series. For our group, 
Susan Haigh and Courtney Honeycutt will faciliate at the Honeycutts home. This will 
be a great time for those available to connect with each other and grow in their faith.

Philip Simmons VS Bishop England | September 22 7:30PM | Philip Simmons

Come out and enjoy our local high school football game on September 22. Philiip 
Simmons is hosting Bishop England for their homecoming game and it will be a 
great one! We have families connected to both schools and we can’t wait to show 
our support for the teams playing!

Giving to Point Hope Presbyterian Church 

You may use this QR Code if you would like to support the ministry of Point 
Hope Presbyterian Church. 
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